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Intro Spiel BALANCE 
You meet all kinds of people if you ride a skateboard. 4th issue in prir 
There's some fellas we call the uncles. They tend to do 

more inverts than your average skater, they rely heavily A , photos, a 
on their knee pads, and you just know by talking to f are the work of 
them and skating with them that they learned to ride on ROSSIM AO 


wooden vertical skateboard ramps. They get you stoked e specified. 
to do stuff on vert. Legends (if not Barneys) are the 
guys that were really doing it back in the 70s or have contributors 
left some timeless mark on the skateboard world. Young aihhh 
bucks are the guys coming up. They're a little younger 
than we are, started skating a little later, but they're llacavage, 
pushing it and pushing you. They add new energy to an Neil Wade, 
otherwise stale scene. When you're tired of seeing your lia«- cu ui such 
friends doing their same tricks these guys show up and Kelian an 
start to bust. They are to us what we were to the uncles MEWN iaid 
ten years ago. Then you have your crew, the guys you Andrew Clark, Dave 


BOARDSHOP 


skate and travel with on the regular. Of course I’m Rizzio, Mark Anders: 
gonna interview a buddy or two, especially if they're Sperm 121 North Lewis St 
ripping harder than anyone, making the whole crew M 
ivi onroe, WA 
laugh, or driving us all over the place. Last but not least : 
360.805.9275 


you have the lunatic fringe. These are the totally ran- 
dom freaks you come across who make their own 
equipment or save every sticker they've ever owned or 
just strike you as so completely out of the ordinary and 
are dedicated to skateboarding in their own tweaked 
way. | tried to get some of everything in here. Some of 


the interviews 
ì in this issue 


this stuff just fell into my lap. I've been collecting these ; J 

interviews since 2002 (or before) so you may think it's Há (A 

outdated. I reckon that's your problem. This is what it is. y. ki k 
] iy 
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er ei “The Tales of Two Tags” = 
19123 Dan Tag p. 4 a 
Chris Nick Tague p. 12 
YDD" Factory 13's Danny Creadon p. 22 
at Washin Tony Alva and Stacy Peralta p. 28 


Brendan Klein 


Young Bucks pp 32 - 35 


left: the wook holdin 
down by Mat Yula and remember. ...there's 10 years worth of more crap at 


balanceskatemag.com 


w 
right: metal heads 
© Elfer Productions 2005 by Sperm 


When was the hey day? 
Probably, if I’m correct, 

nineteen eighty-nine, maybe 88, 
probably 89. a 


SAPPY FISHERMAN 
e 
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Fork crew? 

Yeah the fork crew. Everyone had 
their own little thing going. Basically 
there was the Glug house down in 
Florida, Virginia Cedar Crest, and 
Ocean City, then there was Fork Crew, 
then there was Team Steam, and then 
there was the Loud Ones. So every- 
where you travelled, everyone vibed 
everyone, in a funny good way. Your 
whole fuckin clan would show up. 

So each crew had its own like style, 
bag of tricks? 

Oh yeah, but everyone on the East 
always skated completely different. 
How? 

You can name any name, and nobody 
has the same style, you know what I 
mean? You look at Henry Guitierrez 
versus Crescini versus Groholski ver- 
sus the Murph versus Menditto. 

All different. 

It's completely insane. Every one is a 
completely different breed. There's no 
generic surf style. I mean you have 
those guys that surf and skate, but 
East Coast guys they mostly don't 
skate like that. They're a little bit more 
sguare. 


Who are some of your favorites? 
Top 5? From the heyday or 
whenever. 

It kind of changes throughout the 
years but, always a favorite is Tom 
Boyle. It's not always about the best 
skating, it's not only about that, it's 
about the guy too. So Tom has got the 
biggest heart so, even though Tom is 
the best (skating wise), he's got the 
biggest heart so that makes his skat- 
ing that much better. It’s exactly like 
artwork. Contemporary art is bullshit 
unless you like the guy. You could see 
the fuckin stupidest scribble scrabble 
right? Okay like what the hell's that? 
But then if he’s your bro and you hang 
out with him and see all his scribblies 
around the apartment or whatever. 
You know you see it and there's some 
kind of reason, there's more to it, 
everything, once you know somebody. 
So naturally, the guys that I hang out 
with, are the best to me. Because of 
motivation factor, because of who they 
are. I mean growing up it was different 
you know. You were a little little kid, 
lookin up to people. I mean not that | 
didn't find out they were really 


really super cool people, but 
when I was really little, I was 
into the Murph and 
Groholski. I looked up to 
them. I didn't get to be 
friends with them until I was 
a little bit older. 

[Darren Menditto joins us at 
our table] 

Doc, he's got all these 
written guestions we have 

to follow. 

Menditto: Who's more 
famous than Dan Tag?!? Kris 
Kristofferson? 

[George Draguns walks up] 
Tag: I wanna say George 
Draguns is good. 

George: Oh as an after 
thought. 

Tag: | mean I thought of you 
'cause you walked up. 
George: I'm a fuckin refer- 
ence point in this God 
damned city! You fuckin cock 
sucker! Don't you forget that! 
Tag: I'll never forget it but, 
only when you're like out of 
sight out of mind. 

George: God damnit that makes me 
twice as angry! 

Tom Boyle: Tony Hawk called, he's 
wondering if you can be in that Slim 
Jim commercial. 

[we go from skatepark to bar] 

Tag: People I didn't mention. I men- 
tioned George but Al Baker, he was 
the big time, for me, when I was a kid, 
he was God. 

Shakey? 

He was the guy, he was connected, 
and his sister was hot. Al ruled, Al and 
the Murph were the reason we rode 
what we rode. 10096 We rode indys 
and Zorlac boards. Right George? 
George: I think I rode fuckin Trackers. 
(laughter) 


frontal at Chea 


George: | did. 

You fag. 

George: | did, | was a fag, and then 
fuckin Mr. Gullwing over here. He and 
Charno were my Gullwing connection. 
Did Murph get you on Alva? 

You know what's funny? | was on Alva 
before Murph. When I was a little 
douche bag, now I'm a big one, | sent 
a video that Ben Cornish made, to 
Tony Alva. In 11th grade on the 
telephone, he said, “dude your video 
was funny, | liked it. We're gonna 
send you some shit.” | was in 11th 
fuckin grade when that guy called me 
up. And as the years went by, I'd get 
to joke like this, “T-A, it's T-A-G.” I 


broke the boundary of “oh my God it's 
Tony Alva on the phone.” 

George: You gotta go into better depth 
about the video. There was a custom- 
made helmet that he wore skating a 
shitty ramp with like horns coming out 
of the helmet, a slow motion shot of 
him climbing up the ladder with like fur 
and horns. Rolling in over the pvc. 
Tag: Yeah it was a six foot wide, 9 and 
2 ramp. So my joke with Murph, he 
was my God, and he was on Zorlac 
and Zorlac folded and he got on Alva 
and | was like “welcome aboard bro.” 


EARLY ROLE MODELS 


Tag: Jay Henry was the type of guy | 
hung out with as a young kid. He was 
maybe three years on me. | rode my 
moped to the guy’s house. He goes, 
“Tag | like hanging out with you.” | go 
“why?” and he says “because you 
don't drink any of my beers or smoke 
any of my pot.” Quote unquote Jay 
Henry. 

George: The thing about Jay Henry, 
he wasn't like big GNARLY, scary, “I'm 
hesh!” or anything before the hesh 


thing. He was legitimately scary. There 
was this time at the barn ramp when 
fuckin Rick Charnoski came and 
pulled out Jay’s Aerosmith tape and 
put in a hardcore tape or something. 
He whipped his board at Charno’s 
head and said “I’m gonna fuckin kill 
you.” And he meant it. Jay Henry 
meant it. You don't fuck with his 
Aerosmith tape. Okay? He'd do things 
like throw a couch on ya, while you 
were skating the barn ramp. If you 
were doing a trick wrong, he'd tell ya 
you were doing a trick wrong, and 
you suck. 

Tag: Bernie O'Dowd was the goofball 
that you wanted as a friend. He was 
the opposite of Jay Henry. [Jay] used 
to yell at Bernie. “Stop doing axle 
stalls! You have to do tricks back to 
back.” If | did an invert | had to do 
another invert. If | did an invert and 
then an axle stall, at the time, Jay 
would freak. 

George: The North Jersey skateboard 
house was Jay Henry and Captain 
John. Captain John, the inventor of 
the wheelbarrow, which is a fucking 
lipslide that you do on your front truck. 
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over the hip via Is air Skater Isla 


Its like a front truck hurricane that 
always, or more often than not, 
involved going over a channel, into a 
fucking hairy slam. 

Tag: He would pull it. 

George: He would pull it! It was the 
craziest thing. 

Tag: Captain John was having a bad 
day. He comes up on the deck and 
Jay says “good run” and Captain 
John, go ahead George 

George: Captain John goes to him, 
“Fuck you Jay! | suck and you suck 
too!” 


This one time we were at Trashmor 
Pennsylvania dudes, | was from Toronto. 


Tag: Everyone stopped. It got so dark. 
And they're saying “We're going 
nowhere. This is a stupid thing to 
even do.” 

How was Bernie O'Dowd different? 
Bernie O'Dowd was the opposite of 
John and they were the best friends in 
the world. Bernie O'Dowd was John's 
happy face. Those guys were awe- 
some 'cause when I hung out with 
those guys, John was always telling 
me what a dumbass I was, and con- 
stantly Bernie was telling me don't 
worry about it. 


and I had just met all those 
Everybody was skating you know like 


Hawk, those guys like Gator, Hawk, all the best of the best, those guys. It was 
that crew, it was the bones brigade skating, and it was getting dark, and Tag 
ran up and started fakieing. Then he went up and looked on the deck, he was 
doing those, what's that called when you do a little power slide, like a cess 
slide but you put your hand on the coping. He went like this (looking back and 


forth like a groundhog) every run until it got dark. He'd get to one side, look at 
everybody, then get to the next side, and look at everybody. It was an insane 
session. I knew Tag already so I'm like okay, Tag's a maniac, but those guys 
were probably like, what is this geek doing? He's ruining our session. He did 
that for like 15 minutes or something. The look was the most funny thing. That 


was a good one. 


George: Little known thing, Tag did pull 
the twist. 

Tag: | had a panic attack. | fell down 
and | got in my car and I didn’t know 
what it was. Then | was on this weird 
thing, | didn’t even care what happens if 
I die. So I went and tried McTwists and 
one night I fuckin did two of ‘em. It was 
one night, | learned them and then | 
never did it again. 


We gotta wrap this up, we need to 


give it some closure. 
There is no closure. 


Interview - February 2004 at Title 10 


a 


Dan Tag 


“the flying pig"; 
space 10; 


n 


and 700 Club Philadelphia, PA 


© Nick Tague, what're you 
4 doing these days? 

Oh | just work and | skate a 
j little bit. 

Where’re you workin? 


carpenter 
the tales of two tags part Il d Where do you skate? 


interview conducted late Summer 2004 ' 4 Anywhere but F.D.R. 
Why do you like bulldogs? 
They smell bad and basically 
they're assholes. So | like 
‘em for that reason. 
You can identify with 
them? 
Yeah. Nah I just feel bad. 
They're nice guys. 

Í What's your best bulldog 
story? 
Oh, one time I got surround- 
ed by a bunch of oriental 
chicks, on the Ohio State 
campus. They were all 

©, stoked on my dog like “aww 
let me check out your dog.” 
Then my dog started hump- 
ing one of the girls and the 
girl was like “oh, he like me, 
he like me” and he was 
humping the shit out of her. 
(laughter) 
Do you have any stories 
about bike week (Daytona 
Beach)? 
Yeah, one time after | got off 
work, at bike week, | went 
home to my house. This guy 
Boon was passed out in the 
doorway and had shit and 
puked himself. Puked outside 
the house then shit himself 
inside the house. 
First skateboard? What 
year? Atlantic Skates. | 
bought it off some dude that 
used to ride Apple Skatepark 
in Columbus. He was selling 
it in the newspaper. Atlantic 


smith at FDR 6 Rizzio 
tailslide Title 10 © Neil Wade 
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Skates | think is what it was and that 
was, | don’t know, ‘84 or ‘85. It was 
sick, it had like clear, poured on grip- 
tape. It was clear with stickers under- 
neath it but it was like real griptape. 
... It had these trucks on it that were 
like “Energy Trucks” and on the bot- 


tom they had lightining bolts in the 
mold. It was sick. 

Do you still have it? 

No I wish I did, that thing’s gone. 
Yeah long gone, my first board...| was 
like 15 dude or 14 you know? 

Yeah you don’t know what you’re 


Historic snapshots of young Nicky and 
friends thanks to Donny Humes 


getting into. Okay, first skate trip. 
Go right from first board to first 
skate trip. Oh first skate trip, the first 
skate trip was epic. | went to the Turf 
with Aaron Cox (Big Country), and 
some other guys... When we got 
there, there were fucking dudes run- 
ning around in a circle, it was Brett 
Turner and his buddies. 

So you met Brett Turner at the 
Turf? Yeah, yeah, no | met him 


before then, at the Barea Roll ‘n Bowl. 
That was a skatepark that was in 
Cleveland. That had bowling in the front 
and it used to be a rollerskating rink 
that they turned into a skatepark. It was 
sick though, there was a little mini ramp 
with pool coping and stuff and it was 
like the first pool coping I'd ever seen. 
What year are we talking about? 

| don't know...87? | was 17, 18 ... 88 
something like that. 

What year were you born? ‘72. 
What's up with crew 72? 

Crew 72? Oh it’s just a bunch of bozos 
that were all born in ‘72 and now unfor- 
tunately we're stuck in PA, and we hold 
it down. 

Why live in Philly? Girl. Other than 
that I wouldn't live 
here...This city’s rough 
dude, I’m over it. 

I don't blame you. 
Describe your tattoos, 
what was your most 
recent? 


board and that was fuckin 
6 years ago... it's like 


hot chicks and 


skateboards. 
ughs) 


Favorite skate spot? I'd say the peanut, Stone 
Edge, is right up there. That place would kick your 
ass every time but if you put some time in, it would 
give you something and you'd feel like you were 
actually a winner. But it always put you in check. 
Then I would have to say, my second favorite would 
have to be Dave Libhart's pool. | love that thing, the 
stairs, the deathbox. It's good. 

Why do you own a van instead of a work truck? 
So on the weekend | can pile all of my buddies into 
it and go skateboarding. 

What's up with Mud Foot? 

Mud Foot's a girl that | used to date. I wanted to 
break up with her, so bad, but she kept giving me 
blowjobs. | couldn't break up with her cause she 
was always giving me a blowjob. My buddies all 
named her Mud Foot because we used to go to 
these bars and she would dance and it always 
looked like one of her legs was stuck in the mud. 
She danced pretty much like the guy in Fat Albert, 
Mud Foot. She hated it. 

What about the time you died and came back to 
life? | got into a car accident, | lost my teeth. I 
would say that was pretty much what catapulted me 
into my like, secondary skateboard life. For a while | 
kinda got stuck on the alcohol thing, where I wasn't 
skating that much. Then when | died and lost my 
teeth, which wasn't no big deal because | kept liv- 
ing. To lose four front teeth was no big deal to keep 
living. After that | realized that all | want to do really 
is just skate. Ever since then I've just been skating. 
What year was that? 92... | went through this tun- 
nel and then when I was down the tunnel, | saw a 
big light and in the light there was this bar, and 
Jesus was in there. And | saw him and he was 
doing this ventiloquist act and | couldn't see his lips 
move at all....lt was burly, there were three people in 
the car, no four people in the car including me. I got 
thrown out of the car. Everybody else in the car 
died. I got thrown down this bridge. 50 yards I flew 
and I landed on my face. They had carted every- 
body else out, in body bags or whatever. I laid there 
bleeding and like my lungs filled up with blood and 


1 got lucky. 


then | sat up for some reason. Some cop was You were meant to liv: 
standing out there smoking and saw me in the I os a 


grass. That's why | lived, he saw me and they were 


? 
like oh my God there was another guy in the car. So Any last words? 


skate fast 


JeeP catches a handoff and 
Wallacavage flies like an eagle. 
Photos by Mat Yula and Bud Baum 
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Factory13’s Danny Creadon 

Interview by some dude, George Medyne, maybe? 
Remembering an era when shape went hand-in-hand 
with quality, Danny Creadon has spent over 5 years 
doing exactly what he loves: building custom 
skateboards. 

With all the competition out there, what made you 
want to start your own skateboard company? 

| honestly don't consider it competition with other peo- 
ple or companies, we are meant to be different and to 
be underdogs... Sure, we need money to survive and 
pay bills and | do that. | am not in this for money... | 
do it because | like to skateboard and | like making 
them just as much. As far as competition goes all the 
other cats can have that. | just wanna design and make 
decks and that is exactly what | do. 

Age and hometown? 

I am 32 yrs old and am from Mentor, Ohio (East of Cleveland) 

When did Factory13 get started? 

I started Factory 13 in Dec. 1999, but before that I just made decks for myself 
to ride. 

How big is your crew at F13? 

It's myself, Martin Sypniewski, Lance Tranter, George Medina, Brandon Abate, 
and our very close friends such as: the JAXPRINTS crew and Surf Ohio 
(Willoughby, Ohio) we are all from the East side of Cleveland (except George 
who is from San Diego). 

What has been the biggest challenge to your success? 

By far the biggest challenge (of my patience as well) has been the doubters 
and the shit talkers. I have been dumped on and laughed at a lot of times, and 


it makes me work harder every day. | swear that this is the truth. All you scum 
out there that have put me (or Factory13 skateboards) down, dogged and 
laughed at us and told us that we are going nowhere have made me work 10 
times as hard as anyone else... I'm not a hippy or a real mellow character. I 
am fueled by stress, anger, and aggression... Basically I am saying to all those 
who try to shut us down - FUCK YOU... anger fuels me like a fucking furnace. 
Ws pretty clear how F13 differs from the giant skate corporations, but 
what sets F13 apart from other small skateboard manufacturers in the 
industry? 

Mainly the fact that we make a lot of different styles of boards and that I am 
making machinery to make things un-conventionally and building my ideas 
everyday. We don't wanna be clones chugging out the same old crap. 
What's the weirdest deck you've ever been asked to build? 

UGGG, I have done “dick boards,” “beer bottle boards,” “missiles,” my person- 
al faves are the “FUR COVERED BOARDS.” I have one myself and love it. 
The “gay Nazi” board is cool too, hanging up at Nemeth's Lounge in Painsville 
Ohio. So many weird things and | like to do them all. 


The last thing | want to say is THANK YOU to all who have supported 
Factory13 skateboards. All those in the beginning and those now joining 
everyday, we are here totally and completely for UNITY in this, we do not have 
to succumb to corporate giants and you don't have to ride some crappy board 
with no style. We are your brothers and fellow skaters, we are equals and we 
have to work together to succeed. Thanks to those who sponsor us and who 
pass the word out. 


www.factory13.bowlrider.com 
(440) 488-0315 
Support the revolution! 


Awe, Nurse B At a consider- 
e Nurs 


Des pe TŴR ite deg able low point in 
my life | sold my 

ride to make rent. My girlfriend had a 

pickup truck that we shared when I 


ing school 


then and her “clinical” assignment 


was at a hosipital on the Western out- 
skirts of the city. So we would roll out 
of the house to get her there by 7am 

then | would back-track across the 


neither I nor TY friends had had any ` 
reason to pass. The bus-also gave 
her the vantage point to see over a 
grassy berm and a chainlink fence. 
One night while we were having din- 
ner, linguine with marinara sauce | 
think, she says to me, “Oh yeah, I 
‘bus, it looked! 
sort of empty, it’s a kidney and it has 
tiles.” Now those were some details 
only a well seasoned girlfriend would 
notice but more importantly, she was 
sharp enough to note the names of 
the streets at the intersection just 
past the pool. Hence the name, 
nurse pool. Re-location was a 
cynch.Shakey and | went to check it 
out one evening. It was indeed a left- 
hand kidney with a ladder in the deep 
end and six rows of asymmetrical 
fish-shaped tiles. It looked like no one 
had swam in there for a couple of 
decades, tile and plaster were crum- 
bling off of the hip. The coping and 
the fading signature tile on the top 
step of the shallow end stairs said 
Anthony Pools all the way. Shakey 
was too nervous to tresspass and 
help me bail the water out of the deep 
end. That's how he got his nickname 


after all. | had to come back. It looked 
skateable.Nick and | returned on a 
Saturday afternoon and went right up 
and knocked on the front door. No 
answer. We walked around to the 
back door and noticed a car in the 


= driveway so we knocked again. Still 


‘no answer but the window was open 
and I could hear a tv and see its glow. 
We knocked harder. Finally the door 
opened a crack and an elderly African 
American man appeared behind the 
screen door: Our conversation. went 


“something like this.”Sorry to bother’ 


you but we noticed your pool and 
were wondering if we could clean it 
‘out for you.”"Ohh, it's got a bunch of 
water, it's. a mess.”We know, we 
want to clean it out for you, and 
maybe ride our skateboards in 
there.”"(long pause) Well I don't want 
anybody getting hurt.”"lt'll be okay, 
we've done this before. We'll skate at 


„dur OWirrisk. No liability.tof you: 


Scout's honor. “(another long pause) 
Scout's honor huh?"And with that 
barely audible mumble he slowly 
closed the door. | don't know what 
made me say “Scout's-honor.”I never 
was a boy scout or a cub scout or 
anything close, it just rolled. right off 
my tongue. Nick turned to me and 
asked, “Did we just get shut down?" | 
shrugged. We began to back down 
the stairs, somewhat dumbfounded, 
and then the door opened again, just 
enough for the old man to reach out 
his hand with two small keys dangling 
on a ring. We took the keys, thanked 
him, and then unlocked the gate to 
the pool.For the rest of the day we 
were in this guy's backyard. The 
neighbor instructed us to dump the 
water toward the street instead of into 
his yard. The two of us bucketed for 
over three hours not knowing what 
we were in for. The waterfall from 


shallow to deep got steeper and 
steeper and the bottom appeared 
deeper and deeper as it was revealed 
from beneath the murky water. The 
weather was unseasonably mild for 
February in i Den Eastbutitstil 
We raced against the 
sunset only to get the last of the 
water out of the slimy pit as the sky 
turned from orange to blue. Standing 
in the deepest spot with his arm 
stretched over his head, Nick and I 
sone the nurse pool has to be 
Ê feet deep, maybe 20 feet 

c coping sticks out like. 
A s famous for. Nick rested his 
pinky against the tile and stacked up 
four fingers from the wall to the lip. Of 
course it’s nice and gritty like this 
city.We came back the next morning 
and started to figure out her lines. 
Over the next few weeks | brought 
the whole team there, just a couple 
fellas at a time. On the Saturday 
before Easter | brought Russo and 
Fish from Pittsburgh. The old man 
was out in the yard that day so I 
asked him his name (Jesse) and sug- 
gested I bring him some kind of thank 
you offering like beer (he doesn't 
drink) or doughnuts (he's diabetic). 
He just asked about the plastic drain 
cover Bud Baum had broken (with his 
knee). Fernando eventually replaced 
it for him. Later that year, up in the 
North West, we were talking about 
the West Seattle bowl and Russo said 
it was the gnarliest thing he'd ever 
skated “except for that pool Joey P. 
brought us to in Philly. Word travelled 
like it always does so that one 
Sunday we ended up with two cars 
and seven people at the nurse pool. 
There were a couple guys from New 
York, Tex was in town, it was a couple 
of local bros' first time there. The old 
man's car was not in the driveway but 


“the man was not home ‘cause the I 


while and then decided | yx go check it 


we proceded to get the rain water out 
anyway. Just as the last ofthe water 
was dumped a cruiser pulled up. I 
approached the cop at the fence and 
told him it was okay with the owner. 


ith a smaller crew, a! N 
girl on a bicycle came up to the car . 
and asked, “are you the guys with the 
skateboards and the dog that runs 
around?” I smiled. “My Mom wants to 
‘talk to you.” Uh oh. The Mom tried to 
talk me out of ever coming back and 
she convinced me not to skate when 
last 


time “someone” called the police. 
managed to bring everyone who real- 
ly wanted to go. Of all of them only 
three people managed to grind her 
frontside. We left it alone for a while / 
then Rhino was in town for the X-" 
We skated the park for ailittle 


out. After a Summer of drought we 
found the nurse pool bone dry. We 
were ‘psyched. Rhino's the kind of 
skater that digs a pool where a grind 
doesn't come all that easy. He shot a 
cool snapshot that day which later. 
appeared in Concussion. That was 
my fifteen minutes of fame | reckon.lt 
was over two years ago when we first 
emptied the nurse pool. The confes- 
sor and I just bailed it again last week 
and got some grinds in there. Add 
him to the frontside list. It's on again. 
Whenever people ask me if it's a per- 
mission pool, I feel like I have to give 
all this background. So there you 
have it. Every pool has its story. 
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you found skateboari 
a geek? 

TA: (laughs) . 
Stacy: 1 didn't fit into 
you that way. | didn’t 
always felt like an outs 


team sports. | 
f. | didn't 


understand basketba pletely, to this 
day, don't understand football. I don't 
understand any of the terminology. So to 
do that stuff as a kid, | just felt like a fish 


out of water. When I'd get.home I'd just 
grab a board. I'd skate hours and hours by 
myself. That's how I found.my pleasure. I 


didn't really do well in ac either. I had 
a hard time what they were 
asking me. So if geek works Into that, it's. 


perfectly apropos. 

cia was the mellow cag us, 
leanwhile Jay and | were drin! 

fortiesy smoking fatties, and | chasing all the 


little Malibülhotties around... When the 
chicks were there it drove us to skate 


even harder, They supported us. They 
knew, they ine in, like my sister 
and all of hi ‘were behind 
our scene. girls. They knew 
the energy wa it was. 
going off, they ce 

Alpha male ey dio te alpha 


that thing a i o 
song playing. The first time | saw it, at 
Sundance, I was all, am I gonna spill it 
right here? It really evoked a lot of emo- 
tion for me. 

There’s some subtle undertones about 
family in the film. It appeared to me like 


Tony Alva and Stacy Peralta 


a bunch of the z-boys came from bro- 
ken homes, and a lot of the z-boys are 
now raising sons. 

Stacy: It was an outlet for us. Just like 
Tony freakin says. This was the 70s. We're 
coming out of Vietnam, a war that America 
lost. We were all worried, are we gonna 
get drafted? The president was leaving 
office ‘cause he, you know, lied. This was 
a really tough time. There was an oil 
embargo, the economy was in the toilet, 
our parents had trouble making money, so 
there was a lot of tension. They were very 
turbulent times and skateboarding was 
our release. 

I wanna hear about your most epic 
skate trip. 

Stacy: It was great being able to skate 
back then, but the funnest thing was 
always driving to the pools. Jay Adams 
would be in the front seat with his body 
out the window of the car, and he would 
scream obscenities at every human being 
that came within earshot. He'd find the 
biggest guys on the street and challenge 
them to fights. Here he is this 14 year old 
kid with this dark deep voice. Man, Jay, he 
was the craziest kid you could ever 
imagine. 

Do you remember your trip to Cherry 


Hill, New Jersey? 


Stacy: Yeah | do. | just couldn't get out of 
that halfpipe man, | just went out of my 
mind. Crazy out of my mind. And it had 
that lip that went over ... 

TA: Yeah the over vert. 

Stacy: 3/4 pipe. 


| TA: No flat bottom. 
| Stacy: Man, I loved that thing. 
_ TA: It was quick. I had a girlfriend that 


worked there, | ran into her brother some- 
where. He said, you used to go out with 
my sister, you stole my Dad's car one 
night, you and her, and you went out, you 
ended up crashing the car. Or something 
totally scandalous, and | was like uh yeah, 
| guess that was me. 


The Z-Boy with the most potential, the 
most spontaneity, the one who best cap- 


tured the true essence of skateboarding, 
came across, to me, like a Nancy Reagan 
“Just Say No” campaign in the film. So I 
asked if they had anything to say about 
skateboarding's tragic heroes (Jay Adams, 
Gator, Hosoi, and Jeff Phillips). 

TA: Well, it's tumultuous sometimes. The 
thing about skateboarding, it can take you 
to the high highs and the low lows, man. 
It's okay to fall down in the mud, it's okay 
to get dirty, just don't stay down and wal- 
low in it, you know. And sometimes that 
happens, | mean you get the drug addic- 
tion part of it, the um, just like the manic 
depression, a lot of different things. That's 
why I think skateboarding is so beautiful 
because it gives you an outlet, to where 
you can channel that energy and get rid of 
it, just get it off your back. That's why I 
love surfing so much too. 

Stacy: You know Jay's drug problem didn't 
come until ater. It wasn't during his 
skateboard career. 

TA: It was because of his personal life. His 
mother who was like his best friend, died a 
slow death with cancer. His brother was 
murdered, beat to death with baseball 
bats, tied to a chair, duct taped to a chair, 
in a drug deal gone bad. Jay was like 
numbing himself, and trying to kill the pain. 
And in between, I hate to say it, over in 
Hawaii, it's a very beautiful place to live, 
and there's a lot of good surfers, lot 
of good things going on .. 

Stacy: But there ain't nothi g 


to do with how his father raised 

Dad told him it was all right , 
it's all right to sell drugs, to do 
that stuff. 

Stacy: Those two guys togetheiffa 

and son, were smoking pot when Christian 
was ten! 


= and got thrown in jail, | mean, I went 


TA: My Dad, the way he raised me, I knew 
the difference between ... 

Stacy: pot and heroin 

TA: ... and the difference between right 
and wrong. I think the way Christian's dad 
raised him, and I don't care if Ivan gets 
pissed off at me about this, he didn't really 
differentiate the fact to Christian, what was 
really wrong and what was right. He taught 
Christian basically to think that he could 
live like an adult at 13, 14 years old. And 
make the decisions that, you have to grow 
into. Christian had to grow up fast, you 
know, just like Jay did, but Christian espe- 
cially. And Gator, I think he just snapped 
and made a major major mistake, and 
then tried to cover it up, and then had to 
deal with the guilt of it, and then came 
back and confessed to it. His guilt drove 
him crazy. 

Stacy: But also, from what I understand, 
he had something mentally wrong with 
him. Had they diagnosed the condition 
prior to that tragedy, he would've been put 
on some medication. He had some kind of 
imbalance, chemical imbalance. 

TA: Yeah but he mixed it with drugs and 
alcohol too. If you're gonna party and stuff, 
that's all well and good, go out and have a 
good time. Get it through your system, and 
get it out man. If you gotta deal with socie- 
ty on a daily level, like what we're doing 
today, doing all these interviews, and 
going from point Ato point B, ai 


what's really weird, here 
Iking about this, and | thought of 
uys on the team, it's he and I that 

h g. Ws not that the 

i't great too, We just 

down the road, and said, 

Tm gonna have a great time, but, I'm 
gonna do it at the expense of myself. 


“TA: | learned the hard way though man. I 


got fucked up and crashed plenty cars, 


ifough a lot of hardcore shit. Later tonight 
probably be fucked up and | won't give 


a shit or whatever, you know? Cause I'm 


gonna go out and party and have a good 
time. But the main thing is, you have to 
get back to basics, and back to reality. To 
be a functional part of society, to run a 
business, like Stacy and | did at young 
ages, and stuff like that, you gotta have a 
grip on reality. 

Stacy: It's about having the guts to keep 
going, Okay man, I’m bummed out, I'm 
depressed, I'm waking up, I'm just not 
happy. But I'm gonna put my right foot in 
front of my left foot, and just keep going 
forward. 

TA: Little baby steps. 

Stacy: You know, and it's like, when | left 
skateboarding, in order to become a film- 
maker, | had to start eating crowe, and 
doing really little, lame jobs to work myself 
back up to where | wanted to be. | took a 
lot of crap to get to this point. You gotta do 
that man. 

You guys never seem to second guess 
your decisions. 

Stacy: Oh | have incredible bouts of self 
doubt, unbelievable, to this day, constantly. 
But you know, still, try to listen to that 
beat. Which direction do you want me to 
go today, and just follow that beat man. 
What keeps the fire going? 

TA: Getting up out of bed, going surfing, 
running my own business. Then later in 
the day, just being able to skate with the 
boys. That's what keeps you going... I'm 
glad you came from Philly. You gotta tell 
all the boys I said what's up. Tell them if I 
had more time I'd be there. 


Late Nights Early Mornings 
by Greg Russo 

On Sunday night the bowl saw some 
serious action. Dug Moore and some of 
his Boston area bros came through at 
like 2 am. We rode 'til like five or so. It 
was a sick early morning afair. Those 
north-easters were killing...totally going 
for it, reaping the glory, paying the dues, 
the whole bit. A wave of energy of that 
magnitude lasts for days...weeks even. 
The bowl becomes this old friend who 
suddenly reveals things about him/her- 
self that you never could have imagined. 
Doors swing wide open. Hips that were 
there all along seem to glow ina 
strange, new and inviting light. Coping 
never felt this good, this slippery and for- 
giving. Did you ever get this much 
speed off of a pump before? It's crazy, 
how this all works. Apparently, those 
guys just got off of a three week road trip 
out to the northwest via Idaho and 
Colorado and stopped by Polish Hill on 
the way back through. One might expect 
one’s crew to be haggard and unmotivat- 
ed to rip after weeks on the road and 
after all that driving, but not those cats. 
It's as if they were saving it all for the 
bowl, but you just know that they were 
fully going for it at every different 
spot/park that they hit. You could just tell 
that these guys were pushing each other 
which was pushing us to push back at 
them which pushed back at us....etc. 
You know the feeling. Words only serve 
to cheapen it...pictures help, but those 
too can be deceiving. Knowing that you 
were there at friggin five in the morning 
to share the sesh with the bros, to 
scream and holler and slam and make 
your shit and push and get pushed and 
scream some more and the hanging on 
for dear life because you absolutely have 
to because your friend almost got 
worked down there and now it's your 
turn to ride that wave of energy. 


Grant Helfman squeezed this sick 
bowl into his Dad's two car garage 
and grinded the fuck out of it. Here 
he is getting some bricks at FDR 
and a loose footed ollie at Skatopia. 
Photographs by Bud Baum. 


young buck Andy (Harry Potter) W ilcoX 


“Have you been on any skate trips? 
Yeah we do the “Beast of the East” 
like the contest series, so we go ona 
trip like every month or so. We're 
going to Baltimore this weekend. We 
get to see a lot of good parks, we 

“don't get to go to many outside ones. 
If it rains then the contest can't go on 
you know? So we have to stick to 
indoor parks. 

Who's we? 
Oh ed Skateboarding 
me, this guy Eric 
je guy that started the 
Id then Danny the guy 
the bowl jams and 
jw. It’s like those two 

November 9th, 1980 ainly in cha and 

What year did you get your first 0 &se'comes 
skateboard? a SW that gog 


I'm originally from Hamilton, New t people >r at FDR 
Jersey, now I'm in Bordentown. 

Tell me how the bowl jams came 
together. 

Oh we stole the idea from my friend 
Todd who wanted to do a bunch of 
mini ramp jams, over the Winter. Me 
and my friend Danny called up a 
bunch of companies, asked them to 
send some free stuff, bought a whole 
shitload of beer and that was about 
the end of it... just invited everybody 
we kno 


2 back smith over the amoeba at FDR 


young buck 


Barely eeking out kick-turn grinds a 
couple of years ago, Anthony has 
exploded on the scene with holmes 
like frontside ollies in the pocket. He's 
always at the work sessions with a 
jam box spinning Devo, some block 
laying knowledge, and his dog, Lucy. 
A maestro with the ladies and a 
recent homeowner with massive 
rennovations underway, Anthony has 
his head in the game, 

Full Name 

Anthony DiBerardimis 

What year were you born? 

1983 

What year did you lose your 
virginity? 4 
I graduated in 2001 $6, it 
1999, 
What year did you g 
skateboard? 
96 

What was it? 4 

It was one of the fifst double kicktail 
boards, | got it from my cot 
Second hand? 

Yeah second hand,10 bucks, and it 
had purple grip-tape or something | 
don't know... it was a New Deal. 
Where were you living then? 
Coatesville 


Antho 


road trip lator grind line in Athens, Ohio. 


Is that where you grew up? 
Yeah... It's right between Philly e a 
Lancaster... 

When did you come to Philly? 
Three years ago.. . 
What for? = 
Broke... I don't know. i was stuck in 
Oregon or whatever and limade it 
back and | was broke. | coultin n't live 
at home because | didn't ha a car. 
Sol just moved down here,” 


0 


viol . 
| missed my flight 


hs Then, | was 


Pretty much, yeah. 

What's going on down there these 
days? 

A lot of drama, it's pretty blown out. 


young buck Josh Marcinizyn 


Full name 

Josh Marcinizyn 

That’s a crazy name. What 
nationality is that?: 


Tell me about the stickers you 
made, the Del-a-where? stickers. 
„ A.T.A.C. All Terrain Assassination 


Ukrainian. w.(laughter) Just something we 
Date of Birth ‚made up in High School. We thought 
7-16-84 We were bad ass. 


hat do you think you are now? 
Old, (laughter)! don't know. 
What was it? How'd you meet Grant and start 
I don't know, some crappy toy store ing with him? a 
board. First real board, that I got prob- | met Grant probably when I was 
ably like a year or two later, was a bout 13 maybe? In Delaware there 
Powell, with Gullwings. . was this skatepark in Newport. That 
Did they have the Gullwing groove? was kind of my first experience skating 
No this was after thal anything like transition oriented or 
Oh yeah, showin: Whatever. There was this crazy dude 
are you from? - to come and skate there, 

— with long : He would just come 
Delaware. and skate the vert tamp and like, | had 
That’s where en jever seen anything like this. The vert 
And you go to school there? Yeah, | p; now it’s only like 10 feet, but 
go to the University of Delaware. | back then, you know, it míght as well 
And you're studying? English been like 30. He'd yell at me and 


When did you get your first board' 
94. Summer of 94. á 


| was starting to learn to skate 
vert a little bit like frontside 
grinds and like airs and what- 
ever. Then I didn't see Grant 
for a long time. He stopped 
going there and I stopped 
going there. Then I saw him 
one day at FDR and he invited 
me over to his bowl. And it's all 
downhill from there I suppose. 
(Grant's bowl is currently being 
rebuilt in Josh's yard) 

Did you have your ramp at 
that time also? No I built my 
ramp in, I don't Know, I started 
it in like 9th grade and not hav- 
ing a license or money and 
things like that, it took me a 
while to get it going. I probably 
got it to where it is now in uh 
12th grade maybe? 

It's at your folks house? 
Yeah 

You live with your folks? 
Yeah, | live there ‘cause it's not 
that far from campus. 

They’re okay with the ramp 
and everything? Oh yeah. It 
was kind of project between 
me and my Dad then he just 
kind of, | kind of kicked him off of it because we didn't work well together. I 
don't know, it's still there, we're still skating it. 

So you drink like what, a case of beer every night? 

No I don't drink or smoke or nothing. 

Strictly straight edge? 

I'm pretty clean, yeah. 

Do you draw X's on your hand? Nah. Bud Baum used to call me Minor 
Threat but my hair's grown out since then. 

When did you start skating down at FDR? Probably when I was like 15. I 
guess that was like 5 years ago. My friends Will and Steve would drive us up 
there every weekend or something. Will had a ‘65 Chevy Impala Super Sport. 
So we'd go up in like the middle of Winter and it was so dangerous. There was 
something wrong with the carburetor so sometimes we'd have to stick like a 
screwdriver in there to turn it on. But it was the funnest thing ever and I've 
kinda been going since. 

Any last words? Um, the bowl will be done soon so come skate. 

Rep Delaware. 
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in the next issue: Concrete... 
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